LaAaRC
Nature Series

VIRGINIA
Virginia Creeper can thrive in any kind of soil, with
c R E E P E R any level of acidity. It is also tolerant to salt. As a
result, the population remains stable.
SCIENTIFIC NAME: Parthenocissus quinquefolia

CLASS: Magnoliopsida
CONSERVATION STATUS: Least concern

Virgina Creeper is

often confused with The species is a native,

Poison Ivy, but they

fast-growing,

are not related. perennial, woody vine

virginia Creeper has that may climb or trail

Map of the Virgina Creeper leaves in clusters of
habitat range in the U.S. five, while Poison Ivy
has clusters of three.

along the ground.

Animals such as mice, skunks, and

chipmunks will munch on the leaves
and stems. Various birds will use its
thick foliage for nests and coverage
and will eat the berries.

For any wildlife-related concerns,
please call the LaRC Environmental
office (Ande Remington) at 757-
864-8332.

environmental.larc.nasa.gov

The berries resemble purple

grapes and contain tiny oxalate The sap can cause skin virgina Creeper is also

known as Woodbine or BeleifeReloldelIaT-Ye Midelaa W -0 e ldleTo el

crystals. If eaten, they can cause irritation and blisters for

- 83 £ i Wildlife Federation and the National
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penetrates the skin.



