
LaRC ENVIRONMENTAL MINUTE 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates air         
pollution under the Clean Air Act. The Virginia Department of    
Environmental Quality (DEQ) supports this by issuing air permits 
to facilities such as NASA Langley.  
 

The air permit regulates the equipment we operate that emits air pollu-
tants, type and amount of fuels combusted, and even the amount of 
paint we use in the paint booths. 
 

Air permit facts:  

 The permit covers certain wind tunnels, boilers, emergency generators, 
paint booths, solvent parts washers, diesel fire pumps, the model shop’s 
wax-burnout furnace, plasma cutters, and more!  

 Equipment must have written operating procedures, a maintenance    
schedule, and records of both.  

 Before we install, or begin construction for, new 
equipment which requires permitting, the DEQ must 
add it to our air permit.  

 Before we can modify existing equipment, the DEQ 
must change our air permit.  

 The DEQ can take six months or more to update the 
air permit.  

 

To learn more about LaRC’s air permit, a copy is 
available at the environmental website link below.  
 

Thank you for helping to support clean air! 

Air Quality 

LARC’S AIR PERMIT 

Standard Practice and Environmental Engineering Branch (SPEEB) 

For more environmental info: https://environmental.larc.nasa.gov/ 

The Clean Air Act has been in 
effect since 1970 

http://environmental.larc.nasa.gov/

